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INTRODUCTORY.

The general improvement in expert training, in this coun-
try, had its inception with the inauguration of field trials.
There were a few, very few, expert trainers prior to that
period, but they had a limited fame, and their methcds of
training were known only to themselves. Each trainer af-
fected to have some particular hobby in his particular system,
which he claimed to be superior to all others, although as
each maintained an air of secrecy in his methods, it is diffi-
cult to imagine by what process one method could be com-
pared with another. Considering training as an art, it had
very little claim to it at that time. Even amongst those
who professed to be experts, there were the widest differences
of opinion in -espect to the details of training, and the
manner in which a dog should work after being trained.
However, really expert trainers were so few that they were
not a representative body of the average trainer. The typ-
ical trainer usually combined training with-market shooting,
and as the prices of training in such hands varied from ten
to twenty-five dollars, the education of the dog was always
subservient to the success of the gun, the latter being the
most profitable. The dog was never required to do much
more than to point, and with less certainty, to retrieve. The
success of the typical old-time trainer as a hunter was
usually erroneously accepted as conclusive proof of his
ability as a trainer. Each section had one or more of such
local celebrities; in many instances he was illiterate, a loafer
in summer, a little dissipated periodically, and at all times
had every indication of chronic, incurable seediness. Asa
class, they were no small factor in bringing the dog and
gun into disrepute, the two latter being unjustly considered
the cause of the evil instead of an available means to sus-

(xv)




XVvi INTRODUCTORY.

tain it. But progress and a high grade of sportsmanship
have sounded the death knell of the old order of things,
and dissipated the false opinions and prejudices of society.

The first field trial in America was run near Memphis,
Tenn,, in 1874, under the auspices of the Tennessee Sports-

man’s Association, and had ten starters. For four or five:

years thereafter, the trials grew slowly; but gradually their
advantages became known and served to awaken the inter-
est of sportsmen. The inauguration of field trials brought
the expert trainers to the front, and the competition and
ample opportunities for comparison of methods caused gen-
cral improvement. The importation of blue bloods from
England was followed by the keenest of competitions, which
resulted in the permanent supremacy of the imported dog
over the native. The win of a dog in a public competition
gave him an acknowledged meritorious reputation and
greatly increased his monetary value, and that of his related
blood. "To own dogs which were winners or had the super-
iority of a winning strain, was the strong desire of all pro-
gressive sportsmen. The spirit of rivalry or emulation
which competition engendered, created an active and wide-
spread demand for better dogs. This in turn resulted in a
large number of breeders to supply the demand. Many
dogs were imported in addition to those native bred, and val-
ues constantly increased.  The enlargement in the dog world
served to permanently engage the entire time and attention
of a class of expert trainers who adopted training as a pro-
fession, and as a higher grade of ability was required, the
typical old-time trainer either became -a market shooter
pure and simple, or was lost in the struggle for supremacy.
It required several years, however, for the expert field trial
trainers to outgrow the prejudices and antipathies, a legacy
inherited from their predecessors.

The competition settled many controversial points in
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training, made a general improvement in methods, corrected
many erroneous details, and established more uniformity in
systems, although as in all systems brought to a high degree
of refinement, and which have variable intrinsic elements,
there are yet a few unsettled points.

Dog training can never be reduced to a system of arbi-
trary rules. With many of the exact sciences, a theoretical
knowledge may be exact so far as it goes, but in dog train-
ing there is always an unknown and variable quantity which
governs the application of the training, namely, the disposi-
tion and intelligence of the dog. While a trainer may have
an extensive theoretical knowledge, he must learn how to
modify or extend his methods by actual experience. No
science of training can supplant experience; they are mu-
tually dependent. No two dogs have precisely the same
degree of intelligence or the same habits, inclinations, dis-
position, etc., hence a certain course of education which
might be eminently successful in one instance might be
ruinous in another. While the system herein taught will
serve to train any dog which is capable of being trained, the
success depends on the manner of applying it. The ama-
teur cannot expend too much pains in studying dog char-
acter, and thereto he must gain and hold the affections of
his dog; otherwise he cannot succeed.

While field trials developed a higher grade of expert
training, experts were not slow to learn that a dog too well
broken, or rather one thoroughly broken for field work, was
at a disadvantage in a field trial competition. One that was
obedient to the whistle might mind all notes blown by either
handler, and the same undesirable results with signals. The
aim was to get a dog to be barely obedient; to be quick in
locating and pointing his birds; to back so long as his com-
petitor pointed, but not an instant longer; to whip in quickly
and take the point from a competitor when possible, and to
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range at high speed. Although they are a very uncertain
test of a dog’s real merit, trials are not without educational
benefits to sportsmen. However, from a training point of
view, the obedience of field trial dogs is not the standard of
a thorough education; nor is the training of such dogs a
standard of the real abilities of the trainers.

This treatise is after the modern professional system of
training. It combines the excellences of both the suasive
and force systems of education, and contains an exhaustive
description of the uses and abuses of the spike collar. -The
author, by way of showing his qualifications for preparing
this work, would say that he was a professional trainer, field
trial handler and reporter for a number of years, and several
times acted in the capacity of judge. Taken thus in the
aggregate, his experience and consequent opportunities to
acquire knowledge from personal observation and practice,
has been second to none. Although written from a profes-
sional standpoint, therefore from what is considered the
highest refinement of the art, it is intended for the use of the
amateur trainer and sportsmen in general. While the prin-
ciples are frequently repeated in their many different rela-.
tions, it is none too clear for the use of the amateur; and
even with the most elaborate explanation, he will find com-
plications that will tax his judgment to overcome suc-
cessfully.

Many of the principles and positions herein treated are
more or less opposed to the recognized authorities of a
decade ago, but the reader should bear in mind that field
sports and their accessories have far outgrown the scope of
the old authorities. Their beliefs and experienees are not
our beliefs and experiences. Authorities, one after another,
have to retire as the march of improvement leaves them in

the rear, the perpetual struggle for supremacy making no
cxceptions.










MODERN TRAINING.

BOOK 1.

CHAPTER 1.

THE SETTER AND POINTER.

The setter and pointer, so far as they have a history, have
always held a high place in the appreciation of mankind ;
but the general elevation of the dog to the high grade and
full appreciation to which his intelligence and worth entitle
him, may be said to have occurred in this country within
the last two decades. '

It is within the memory of comparatively young men,
particularly in the East, when to take a dog and gun afield
was considered as being an uncanny act for any one who
had gentlemanly pretensions, and if the act was repeated a
few times, a lowering of social and financial standing ensued.
Appreciation of the dog and gun was considered as being a
depraved taste, which, in some vague manner, led to whole
groups of depravities, and the man whose passion for sport
afield with the dog and gun was great, and whose respect
for social opinion was greater, hied covertly to the fields by
early dawn, or unfrequented by-ways, much after the same
manner as the wicked hunter doesat present on sacred days.
To neglect business was an unpardonable sin, life being an

21
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endless toil to store wealth, which was considered the object
of life, not to make life nobler and more enjoyable. The
renewed vigor of body and mind; the broader humanity;
the training of eye and nerve; the beauties of nature, were
all considered as vagaries ; but these narrow beliefs have
been swept away by general progress and enlightenment,
and they only exist as shadows of the past.

It is strange that such companionable and valuable animals
should have been neglected so long ; stranger still that hav-
ing such a wide and even distribution, they should be so
imperfectly understood by mankind. Every intelligent act
was commonly ascribed to the impulses of instinct, and
reason was not considered for a moment as being first or
last, a principle. Oftentimes men who could not solve the
common material problems of life, could, without the slight-
est hesitation, mental effort or previous study, decisively
decide intricate psychological problems to their own infinite
satisfaction; occasionally a bit more of the same kind of
instinct would be beneficial if it had a wider existence in the
scale of animal organisms,

Three distinct breeds of setters are recognized in this
country, namely, the English setter, the Irish setter, and
the Gordon setter. '

The latter, as compared to his aboriginal parents, is a
Gordon merely in name, he being so largely mixed with out-
crosses on other breeds that the alien blood predominates.
However, it may be mentioned that many years ago the
Gordon was highly prized in England for his merit. The
breed having long been owned by the Dukes of Gordon, it
thus derived its name. Since the institution of field trials
and the consequent more exacting demands of sportsmen in
respect to working capabilities, the Gordon, so called, has
constantly met with disfavor, and progressively degenerated.
Except by courtesy the miscellaneous scrub character of the
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breed hardly entitles it to the distinction of a true breed, if
race type, numbers, pure blood and power of reproduction
true to race characteristics are any criteria by which to
determine it. So much is it degenerated in these properties
that it is hardly worthy of consideration.

All bench show associations provide competitive classes
for black and tan setters, which, nominally, are for Gordon
setters, black and tan being their prevailing color ; but such
classification, being merely a distinction with respect to
color, admits any other breeds of setters, or cross-bred set-
ters, if they have the required color qualification ; indeed,
dogs of nearly pure English setter blood have won in black
and tan classes at prominent shows within a not very remote
period ; thus the dog at first lost distinctive Gordon char-
acter, and at last ceased to have any fixed desirable char-
acter. At present, there are only isolated specimens owned
here and there. The existing coarse, scrubby, inferior dogs,
having mixed pedigrees, or pedigrees containing a few com-
mon, abstract proper names, or, as commonly occurs, hav-
ing no known pedigrees, are not imputable to the existing
bench show classification ; on the contrary, the classifica-
tion is consequential to the dog’'s unimportance. Bench
show associations are not legislators as to the classification
of breeds ; they accept facts as they find them.

While there is a variable ideal type, there is the greatest
irregularity and diversity of undesirable individual forms,
the coarse, loose, unsymmetrical form being very common.
The average winner in a black and tan setter class, classes
by the way which are always numerically light, would not
be considered worthy of notice in an Irish or English setter
class. There are two or three dogs which have been shown,
within the past few seasons, as superior specimens of the
breed, presumably as it existed at sometime in the past, but
no new specimens are brought ferward to succeed them.
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The typical Gordon was heavily built, and, whatever sym-
metry of form may have been possessed by the parent stock,
the inherent faultiness of a heavy type has resulted in coarse-
ness and clumsiness. Some fanciers approve of the heavy
type because it is a Gordon type, whereas the fact of such
undesirable type is sufficient to condemn it, it being wholly"
inadequate for fast, prolonged work. It is strange that,
considering its unfitness for working dogs, this type should
be cultivated and perpetuated.

The public performances of the very few which have com-
peted in the public trials, and the general reputation of the
breed for inefficiency, are not such as to exaltitin the good
opinion of sportsmen at large. There isa desultory attempt
being made to establish a Gordon setter standard which will
call for a lighter and more racily built dog, but this con-
templated improvement is largely in the abstract, there
being an undue proportion of good intention to imaginary
performance ; yet these spasmodic, vague, gentle attempts
constitute the most tangible form of existence of the Gor-
don setter. A standard could not benefit the prevailing
poverty of material naturally resulting from neglect,
apathy of ownership, natural inferiority, smallness of num-
bers, formidable competition from more powerful breeds,
and disfavor of sportsmen. In field sports the Gordon
setter is a dim, fading landmark in the march of progress.

The Irish setter, as a breed, is not surpassed, if equaled
by any other breed in uniformity of type and other race
characteristics. The individuals of it have high average
merit; and the most perfect specimens, of which there are
many, possess a wonderful degree of ele’gance and sym-
metry of form. They are a deep, solid, blood-red in color,
except a slight blaze of white on the chest or toes, which is
usually present. There are occasional specimens of pure
breeding which have more or less white markings; but the
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white, if more than on the breast and toes, is considered
undesirable, and is nearly all bred out, considering the
breed. as a whole. From time immemorial, it has been
highly prized and guarded with care, hence it is a very pure
breed. To preserve the purity of color and other charac-
teristics, the best breeders judiciously avoid out-crosses on
other breeds.

While the breed is not well represented at the field trials,
and frequently not at all, it has many staunch admirers, and
a powerful conservative support. The small representation
in public field competitions naturally detracted from ex-
tensive records; nevertheless, it demonstrated its claim to
recognition as possessing workers of a high order, and a
percentage of those which ran were winners. It would, in
any event, be impossible to compete on equal terms, the
many owners of English setters, who are field trial sup-
porters, being relatively overwhelming in numbers. No
organized, vigorous effort has been made to bring them into
regular public competition, although, as aforementioned,
they have an extensive, powerful ownership, and a good rec-
ord. Undoubtedly the breed would be greatly improved by
representation in the general competitions, or if trials were
inaugurated specially for it. The consequent general knowl-
edge respecting the best. individuals would result in greater
precision in breeding a uniformly higher grade of field dogs,
inasmuch as the best specimens could be selected.  Subor-
dinate causes, such as the indifference to public trials by the
owners of one breed, may contribute largely to the ascend-
ancy of other breeds in public estimation, failure to compete
being unjustly considered as equivalent to real defeat.  This
assumption might be reasonable if dogs were kept strictly
for racing purposes, but the larger part of sportsmen value
them for private shooting.

That this setter has high working qualitics is inanifested




28 MODERN TRAINING.

by the large number of practical sportsmen who keep them
for field work.

At all the important bench shows the Irish setters com-
pete in large numbers. Their everness of type, rich coloring,
fine symmetry and graceful, spirited carriage, always evoke
the highest admiration.

Chzmpion Elcho, Jr. (Elcho—Noreen), whose portrait is
clsewhere given, is universally recognized as a dog of ex-
quisite symmetry of form, and refinement of race charac-
teristics united with substantial physical development ;
qualities which must be possessed in a high degree to gain
pre-eminence over his race. He was born June 1, 1881, is
owned and was bred by Dr. William Jarvis of Claremont,
N. H, a gentleman who has spared no effort to secure the
choicest blood; aud the results, as shown by his breeding
large numbers of dogs of uniform excellence for several
years past, distinguish him as an eminent and skillful
breeder.  Elcho, Jr. has won championship honors in nearly
every city in this country in which bench shows have been
held; and his work 1in the Eastern Field Trials received
very complimentary notice by the sporting press. He has
the reputation of being an excellent field dog. Taken all
in all, he has a wonderful combination of beauty and merit.

The English setter, considered. as a field dog, is the
superior of all others as shown by the records of public
competitions, extensive ownership, common reputation and
the opinion of authorities. The enormous numbers of the
breed and common distribution, are prime factors in main-
taining its ascendancy, aside from questions relating to com-
petive superiority.

From its wide distribution, general popularity and financial
value, an innumerable multitude of small breeders, fre-
quently inexperienced, who breed wholly or partly for profit,
which militates against uniform improvement in the breed,




BREAKING AND HANDLING. 29

are common. These adverse conditions are more fully de-
lineated in the chapter on Breeding.

' However, the more eminent and skillful breeders produce
dogs of rare excellence, dogs which have no superiors. By
the reputation of a few breeders, the reputation of the
breed, as a whole, is maintained at a high standard, the
worthless strains, unfortunately, profiting by it, for if the
owners of the worthless strains can trace any relationship,
near or remote, to eminent individuals, they never fail to
claim the merit of reflected luster.

Taking the better bred families now into consideration,
they undoubtedly are marvels of combined beauty of form
and working capability. Dashing, agile, fast and enduring,
quick and accurate in execution, they are the racers of the
hunting field.

By referring to the portraits, the exquisite symmetry and
characteristics of the breed will be noted. The artist has
caught the expression and individual peculiarities with ad-
mirable fidelity, and the portraiture is truthful.

Marchioness Peg, whose portrait is given in the frontis-
piece, was bred and is owned by Dr. N. Rowe of the American
ZField, Chicago. She is handsomely marked black, white,
and tan, and is by Druid (Prince—Dora) out of Peg (Leices-
ter—-Dart). She is very symmetrical and handsome, rating
with the high class bitches of America. In the trials of the
National American Kennel Club, run at Patoka, 1879, she
divided second and third with Countess May. Pegjim,
whose portrait is also given, is a son of Marchioness Peg
by Cambridge, he by Gladstone out of Clip. He is magnifi-
cently proportioned, having a clean cut, typical head, lean
neck, well shaped body, nicely shaped legs and feet, and
fine general symmetry. He is a high class dog in the field.
This breeding has produced some remarkably superior
dogs, notably Jean Val Jean, winner of the champion stakes
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at the Eastern Field Trials Club’s Trials, 1888. He also
was bred by Dr. Rowe, and is by Mingo out of Twin Maud,
she by Gladstone out of Clip; Mingo by Druid out of Star,
thus forming the celebrated half and half breeding of Peg-
jim, Pegbid, Pegfly, Peg III, and Pegmatite, the lines of
blood being the same through Marchioness Peg and Mingo.
on the one side, and Twin Maud and Cambridge on the
cther.

Champion Paul Gladstone is owned by Mr. S. L. Boggs
of Pittsburgh, Pa. The portrait of Paul Gladstone shows
him to be a dog of great symmetry and beauty. He has an
enviable reputation, and has taken several special prizes for
the best combined field trial and bench show record. He
has also a long list of champion bench show winnings, and
is noted as an eminent sire, and a dog of brilliant field
merit.

Roderigo, owned by the Memphis and Avent Kennels, is
by Count Noble—Twin Maud, and is well known to the
sportsmen of America as combining the perfections of
proved working powers, beauty and power of physical
structure, and a successful stock-getter. He is a field trial
winner, and holds a high place in the opinion of sportsmen
as a performer of the highest capabilities.

Enough illustrations are given to show the higher types
of the English setter, of the most popular lines of blood.

The prevailing color of the English setter is black and
white, or black, white and tan; if the black and white ticked
is approximately even, with or without a few black splashes,
it is called blue belton; orange and white ticked, orange
belton; lemon and white ticked, lemon belton. There are
several other colors—solid black, liver, liver and white,
white, roan; and these colors may be in different shades.

The pointer has been greatly improved within the past
few years, field competition, energetic ownership and better
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breeding with respect to field form, being the prime causes
of his advancement. The quick, snappy work of the setter
when on game, was always an insurmountable obstacle
to the average pointer in competition with them; but the
pointers have greatly improved in their execution, and un-
doubtedly in time, if bred by selecting the best working
dogs, they will be able to compete on an equal footing with
the setters. Some field trial associations have special stakes
for pointers, which is a wise measure until such times as the
pointers are bred in sufficient numbers to place them on an
approximate equality.

However, decided improvement seems to be confined to
individuals here and there and not to the breed as a whole.
Taking into consideration the pointer’s faultiness in becom-
ing “stale” if overworked, that is, to become indifferent to
hunting, and slow and pottering in his manner, and the long
rest required to renew his ardor, also the loss of dash, pace
and range nearly always exhibited after the third or fourth
year, it is an open question whether the nature of the dog
can be changed by the most careful selection to even equal
the setters in working powers.

Having thus briefly considered the dog in particular, we
will next discursively consider a few collateral topics.

The origin of the setter has greatly exercised the specu-
lative faculties of many writers, and, finally, in most
instances, they have comfortably settled on the theory that
the setter is a variation from spaniel stock. There is no
very good reason for this theory except that it has the least
absurdity of the conjectures advanced. As to the proof
adduced, there is noune of the origin of the setter in a span-
iel ancestry other than the vaguest tradition and conjecture,
the latter being the chief support. It would be quite as
reasonable, and quite as difficult to prove, that the spaniel
is a variety of the setter. They both have certain analogies
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in form and habits ; but, since there are analogous habits,
instincts and peculiarities of physical structure more or
less common to all dogs, they prove nothing in the absence
of all direct evidence. So far as there is any trace of the

setter in the past, it was then as truly a distinct species as it @

is at present, reproducing itself with its peculiar race char-
acteristics, and showing no more tendency to variation from
race forms or instincts than that common in any of the fixed
breeds ; for,in the oldest of pure breeds, no two individuals
are precisely alike. Much stress has been laid on the fact
that in ancient writings they were called a “setting spaniel,”
which is no direct proof of accuracy, as the term has not
been proven to be general or correct in its application. It
is more than probable that the term was used to distinguish
the setter as a breed from the spaniel as a breed, which he
in some respects resembles, or zice versa; this being still
more probable from the then scanty, inaccurate nomencla-
ture, careless observation, isolated ownership, and conse-
quent lack of knowledge respecting them. Even in our
own enlightened age, when knowledge is supposed to have
some precision, the setter, as defined by Webster, is as fol-
lows: “A sporting dog of the hound kind that indicates,
by sitting or crouching, the place where game lies hid.
It partakes of the character of the pointer and the spaniel,
and is generally regarded as having descended from the
crossing of these two varieties.” When the present, at some
period in the far future shall be the ancient past, and many
existing facts and fancies shall weigh alike as vague hear-
say ; when the present form of the dog will have undergone
great improving changes, and when the learned sezant then
is speculating on the aboriginal stock of the setter, he will
learnedly point to that definition as decisive proof, and will
tell the lesser sazants that the definition was in Webster’s
Unabridged, the recognized official authority of the ancients;



BREAKING AND HANDLING. 33

therefore the setter will then be a hound, the product of a
cross between a pointer hound and spaniel hound, and the
speculation would be as reasonable as any which are
advanced, at present, as to the origin.

If the setter had a spaniel origin, there would be some
evidences of it in the well known tendency of all animals to
revert, at times, to ancestral types ; yetin all cases of rever-
sion in pure blooded setters, it is to the pure setter form.
It may be said that the breed has been kept pure so long
that the characteristics have become permanently fixed ;
that the origin is so far in the past that the tendency to
reversion is lost ; however, such is taking too much for
granted as a negative argument ; if it is that far in the past,
we can know nothing of the origin. A breed is not so easily
and distinctly established. Some intermediate gradation
of forms would be preserved, showing a regular series,
either continuous or broken, from the parent stock to the
setter. It is hardly reasonable to assume the total destruc-
tion of all the intermediate groups and gradations, leaving
the two breeds distinct without any sub-breeds showing
unmistakable relationship to both.

It is well known that by selection of the best specimens
in breeding, the forms of animals can be improved and
changed more and more from generation to generation in
accordance with the purposes of the breeder, as seen in the
forms of horses for speed and draft, and in the forms of
other domestic breeds ; yet this susceptibility to change
under certain conditions is confined chiefly to the physical
forms, the effects of change being imperceptible in the
habits and instincts of improved and unimproved horses, or
other domestic animals. To maintain an improved breed
up to the required standard of excellence, continued sclec-
tion of the superior animals is necessary to breed from, else
they by promiscuous breeding revert to the common forms.

&
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If the spaniel had thrown off a variety, as it must have done
to originate the setter (otherwise no change could have been
effected) whether it was done little by little or at once,
there is every probability that it would have been lost in the
first generation or two, (1) from intercrossing with the pure
parent type, (2) from the natural tendency to revert to
ancestral prototypes, and (3) from the probability that the
variation would not be cultivated and preserved. This may
very well be conjectured ; for if a family of setters at the
present day showed a constant tendency to vary their forms
and instincts with each succeeding generation, till they
became a distinct breed, the owner would condemn the pro-
geny as being mongrel inasmuch as it could not reproduce
itself purely. Moreover, if the setter is a variety of
improved spaniel, therefore a variety of spaniel, it and the
parent stock would still have an inherent tendency to vary
or throw off numerous varieties, for there is no probability
that a variety would uniformly improve and breed with all
the characteristic modifications, habits and instincts up to a
certain degree useful to man, neither reverting to ancestral
forms when neglected, nor varying into other forms when
reproducing itself under constantly varying conditions of
climate, selection, food supply, etc., and then become per-
manently fixed ; but admitting the change in form, it is
hardly supposable that it would be associated with changed
instincts correspondingly useful to man, it having already
been noted that changes of form are not accompanied by
any perceptible changes in instinct, much less changes uni-
formly and relatively useful to man. i

Setters and pointers have a great many characteristics in
common; their hunting instincts and modes of pursuing
their prey are the same in the general features, and there is
a close analogy in race type and habits, the chief distinctive
characteristic being the coat. If a typical setter is clipped
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evenly and closely, there is an astonishingly close resem-
blance to a pointer, and many supposed distinctive charac-
teristics are then clearly attributable to the difference in
coat; however, there are some minor differences of physical
structure and instincts, which while common to both breeds,
vary in intensity in them. We will consider these pecu-
liarities in a general way, for no hard and fast rule can be
laid down in respect to relative peculiarities but what will
have many exceptions, neither breed possessing a uniform
fixedness of type or characteristics that admits of positive
class comparison, barring the difference in coat.

The instinct to point appears at an earlier age in the
pointer than in the setter, is more intense, and more uni-
formly present in the same degree of intensity in each
individual; hence, there is not the same labor in perfecting
them to work to the gun as there is with the setter; how-
ever, a few pointers, and in a lesser number of instances,
some setters, have the pointing instinct more strongly pres-
ent than is necessary or desirable, since they will point on
scents other than that of game, particularly when fatigued;
and are content to back in place of pointing, when working
with another dog. This abnormal development of the
instinct is rarely present in dogs which are properly bred.
Setters as a class exhibit the instinct in a more irregular
manner both with respect to the age when it appears and
the intensity of it, although it is, in the greater number of
instances, sufficient for the purposes of the hunter.

Certain particular points of superiority are claimed res-
pectively for each breed by its admirers; but many of them
have but a slight foundation in fact, while others are wholly
fanciful. It is claimed that the pointer, owing to the short-
ness of his coat, can endure extreme heat with less distress
and requires less water, and less frequently than the setter.
After an extensive experience with setters and pointers,
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several years in succession, on the prairies chicken shooting,
and on the quail grounds of the South, the experience com-
prehending vast tracts of territory, large numbers of dogs
and all kinds of weather, the fact was noted that in exces-
sively hot weather, neither dog can perform well nor do
without water more noticeably than the other. When dogs
of either breed work under a hot sun, they require water
plentifully, the differences in this respect being individual,
and quite as distinct between individuals of the same
breed as between individuals of the two breeds. There is
a difference observable in the two breeds as they first start
into work in the season. When they are not in working
condition, they suffer great distress while being abruptly
hardened to the work in hot weather; but the pointer, under
like condition of work will get into working condition sooner
and will have a slight advantage for a few days; yet this is
subject to many exceptions. After the setter gets thor-
oughly hardened, he requires water no oftener than the
pointer; nevertheless, both require it. Individual dogs of
the most wonderful powers of endurance will be met with
in each breed; ones which can run under a scorching sun
with no visible distress, and require but a few laps of water
occasionally. Others require a great deal of water, and
appear to be constitutionally incapable of becoming accus-
tomed to the heat, although they may work commendably
well in a lower temperature.

An experience during one season, with one lot of dogs
consisting of pointers, and setters, from the peculiarities of
the individuals, might lead the sportsman to believe that
either the setter or pointer was the more enduring, accord-
ingly as he observed the superiority in one or the other;
but a single experience or a few experiences with a few
individuals of each breed, are not sufficient data for a definite
conclusion. Men of large experiences usually agree on the
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main points; men of brief experiences always differ. Large
numbers must have been seen under variable conditions
through long periods of time; then the most diligent obser-
vation and unprejudiced judgment are necessary to arrive
at a just conclusion. If the sportsman is absorbed in look-
ing for excellencies in his favorite breed, and for faults in
others, he will be certain to retain his opinion unaltered, be
the work what it may. It is no uncommon occurrence for
a sportsman to believe that his dog is the superior worker
in a hot competition when it is palpably evident to disinter-
ested spectators that he is not above ordinary. Simple as
it may seem to learn field work, it requires several years of
extensive experience to be able to estimate the relative
merits of dogs without prejudice; and many sportsmen
never outgrow their favorite fancies, be they right or wrong.

Considering the two breeds as a class, the setter is much
more dashing, quicker and enduring in his work, and
speedier and wider in his range; and on birds his execution
is much more rapid. A few individual pointers at the re-
cent field trials, have shown great improvement in this
respect, yet the improvement can hardly be claimed for the
breed at large. 'The pointer, however, is more easily trained
and retains his training of the first season better; but he
has one specially inferior property, namely, if overworked,
which may be done in a few days or weeks according to the
constitution or condition of the dog, he loses interest in his
work, shortens his gait, contracts his range to an area of a
few yards, and subsides to mediocrity. If his work is then
continued, the evils are serious. It requires weeks and some-
times months to rest him sufficiently so that he will work
with keenness up to his best form. This vapid state may be
produced by starting the dog abruptly into hard work in-
stead of conditioning him gradually for it, or by excessive
overwork when he is in condition. Except in rare instances,
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the pointer begins to lose his dash and range after the third
or fourth year, and as a matter of course, loses correspond-
ingly in hunting qualities. The breed, however, is under-
going rapid improvement, and without doubt these objec-
tionable qualities will be bred out in the near future. The
improvement embraces the form; and by the establishment
of more correct racing lines in the physical structure, and
more will-power in his mental qualities, an animal of more
endurance and dashing capabilities will be produced.

Setters, when thoroughly fatigued and worked down,
even if overworked for weeks, simply need resting a suffi-
cient length of time to recuperate, and they will then resume
work with unabated ardor. They rarely lose their speed or
vim except from accident, old age, or excessive breeding,
the latter -cause having a positive reducing effect on the
working capacities of either setter or pointer, even if the
use exists within a short period.

In both breeds the adverse conditions of life to which
they are often subjected, may have an injurious effect on
their working powers. The food, kenneling and general
care given, good or ill, may affect the dog accordingly.

In thick cover, heavy grass or briers, the setter has a
decided physical advantage over the pointer, his longer coat
serving as a protection ; he can also endure cold and wet
better than the pointer. Individual pointers will frequently
take the most punishing cover quite as well as the best setters,
yet it is demanding too much of them even if they have the
courage, for, from the scratching and tearing suffered, they
receive much punishment ; thus, while they may have the
courage they have not the requisite capabilities ; however,
in cockle-burrs, Spanish needles, beggar lice, etc., the pointer,
from his short coat, suffers no particular inconvenience,
while they cause the setter constant annoyance and distress,
the cockle-burrs particularly. They get under his armpits,
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inside of his thighs his flanks and under his feet, the pain
forcing him to stop and pick them out with his teeth.
Plucky setters will run regardless of them, but they chafe
and gouge the skin into sores in the afflicted parts. This
may be corrected by clipping the hair off, then the setter is
on the same equality in this respect with the pointer. Or
the difficulty may be overcome by trimming the hair closely
about the armpits and inside the thighs, thus keeping the
action free.

Neither setter nor pointer is fitted for retrieving from
water in cold weather. Both suffer seriously from the
exposure if long continued.

Some dogs are very intelligent, precocious, and pleasingly
submissive ; such may train easily, but the special aptitude
shown in the beginning is no indication whatever that ze
training is necessary, although they may require less of it
and apply it more quickly. Those which are born with a
full knowledge of retrieving, a knowledge of a gun and its
uses, a comprehension of orders, signals and field work, are
never discovered by experts. Limited knowledge always
encounters the marvelous. There are no dogs or families
of dogs which inherit their training.

As a matter of course, it is desirable to have a dog as
well-bred, symmetrical and graceful as possible, such being
a source of constant pleasure, and an ornament to a home.
His value is greatly enhanced if he is a good worker, not so
much with respect to his increased monetary value as to the
superiority of the sport afforded by his superior capabilities
afield ; successful days—days of pleasant reminiscences—
are largely due to a good dog's efforts, A well bred dog
does not necessarily imply a weakly one. The well bred
one should not be confounded with the poorly bred. The
constitution and intelligence of the setter and pointer are of
paramount importance; without these the value of the
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breeding is purely fictitious, either for work or breeding.
An energetic disposition is also an important factor. Many
dogs have fine symmetry, strength of form and perfect con-
stitution, but have not the will power to work, or are consti-
tutionally lazy. On the other hand badly constructed dogs,
from courage and determination, will work well when lame,
footsore and fatigued, stopping work only when the hunt
ends, or when physically incapable. Sometimes the light,
lathy dog, apparently too fragile to run an hour without dis-
tress, will run day after day with undiminished powers and
unabated ardor. Even dogs carrying an excess of lumber,
as unnecessary bony and muscular development is called,
will show great endurance when they have the necessary
will and pluck, thus apparently upsetting all theories of the
superiority of symmetrical physical structure ; however, the
theory is correct as, given the other qualities of intelligence,
constitution, pluck and speed, the symmetrical, strongly
built dog will excel all others in endurance, but, as in the
race horse, his powers must be as much in his head asin his
heels. '
Jesides certain other analogies, the pointer and setter are,
as a class, alike in weights, running from thirty to thirty-five
pounds up to seventy or eighty pounds, and sometimes,
though rarely, more. These weights may be considered as
being the extremes. The average weights are from forty
to fifty-five pounds, and these are by far the best for dogs
in all kinds of work. They are capable of more prolonged
exertion with less distress than the larger or smaller dogs.
Large dogs are coarsely made as a general rule ; if well
made, a rare exception, they have not the activity, vigor and
will power of the small or middle weights. It is commonly
said that a good large dog is better than a good small or
medium sized one. The writer in the field trials or in field
work has not observed that such assumption is the fact.
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Analogous inefficiency in other animals tends to refute it,
and these analogies are, strangely enough, usually cited to
sustain it, by confounding strength on the one hand with
endurance on the other. s a matter of strength alone,
the large, well-made dog is the superior, but for fleetness
and endurance combined, there is no comparison with the
others. Thus a large, well-built man is superior to a small
one in a personal encounter, but the statistics show that for
great endurance they are inferior—particularly the army
statistics show that in long marches, where the highest
degree of endurance is required, the large men were
decidedly placed in a lower grade. In horses the largest
breeds have the greatest strength, but the racing horses are
not the largest breeds. Taking the individuals of a racing
strain as compared to ecach other, the fleetest animals are of
medium size or smaller, the large animals being soon disa-
bled if kept for speed even if they are speedy. Large dogs,
from their great bulk and weight have the further disadvan-
tage of being annoyingly inconvenient on hunting trips
where it is necessary to carry them in a wagon, one large
dog incommoding the occupants, and causing much discom-
fort. When traveling by rail they are difficult and laborious
to handle if in a crate, and in such they certainly should be
if the journey is at all long.

The small dog, while usually being very active and pos-
sessing great powers of endurance, also has certain disad-
vantages incident to his size and weight. Owing to the
former they are extremely difficult to see when on point, if
in cover which is at all close. Ordinary sedge grass will
conceal them, the only visible sign of their presence being
the line of motion observable in the top of the grass in the
course the dog runs. It is difficult for them, owing to their
light weight, to gallop through heavy sedge, weeds, briers,
muddy ground, etc., and if the cover is mixed with briers, it
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is also exceedingly painful to them. These difficulties add
greatly to the labor and fatigue of the work. However,
good dogs like good horses come in all shapes—there are
some forms of structure which, notwithstanding, are neces-
sarily superior. A wide chest, with coarse, heavy shoulders
is a decided disadvantage. The chest should be moderately
narrow and deep, the ribs well sprung back of the shoulders
to give lung room, and the shoulders so set as to play freely.

A short, thick neck is very undesirable. An excessively
wide loin is more undesirable than a strong, narrow one ;
the latter is not necessarily an evidence of weakness as it
may compensate by depth, by strong muscular development
above and underneath. On the other hand a wide loin may
be thin, and a broad square back and loin usually denote a
slow gait, the correlated structure not being favorable to
speed.

A dog which is awkward in his work from immaturity,
being slow in developing, should not be confounded with
the flighty, fidgety, nervously inferior kind which does not
improve with maturity. A dog, slow in developing, may he
discouragingly backward during his first season, but when
mature he may be a fine worker. If the dog is rattleheaded
or poor in judgment, very little should be attempted with
him until he is aged sufficiently to steady him. It may im-
prove his faculties, for though as a puppy he may be giddy,
maturity may bring some intelligence. But also he may be
naturally a fool, in which event it is a waste of time to at-
tempt any training. It is much better to condemn him.

Dogs vary greatly in their habits, disposition, temper,
intelligence, endurance, condition and general working
capabilities. They exhibit all kinds and degrees of char-
acter and efficiency within the limits of their natural sphere;
there are individuals which are too lazy to work, though
able; ones which are willing to work but cannot learn




BREAKING AND HANDLING. 47

formal methods; others which work till fatigued and then
will quit; some have the energy without the ability, or
vice versa; others will work diligently if permitted to have
their own way; others will sulk if offended or restrained, or
maliciously do the work badly; others are chilled if shown
any unkindness. All the peculiarities of temperament have
to be considered in training the dog and the methods adapted
to them. So far as training is concerned, the characters
commonly met with are the timid, the obstinate, the rattle-
headed, the vicious, the sulky, the cunning, and the one
which is difficult to handle from excessive enthusiasm.

The timid dog is the most difficult to train if handled
improperly ; harshness or continual gestraint scmetimes
totally spoiling him, and always injuring his capabilities.
He may have courage and energy when not in his handler’s
presence; this self-reliance must be preserved when the dog
is in training, regardless of slow progress. If the dog's
confidence is lost, there is then no training. One exhibition
of temper, or inopportune punishment, may obliterate the
effects of weeks. On the other hand, if handled gently,
and developed by opportunity and experience, they fre-
quently make excellent field dogs, and are handled with
ease when trained. Punishment must be lightly and care-
fully applied; and none should be given, whatever fault is
committed, when birds are being worked on, if there is any
timidity with respect to them, or any gun shyness. All
timid dogs should be thoroughly yard broken before any
orders, except the most common and most easily obeyed, are
enforced in the field; although the directions as given under
the head of Preparatory Field Work should be observed at
the same time. If the timid dog will chase birds and rab-
bits, and point, flush and run riot generally, so much the
better; such faults are easily remedied in proper time; and
the advantages are great. There are many intelligent dogs
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which are timid; also, there are some foolish ones. The
latter class must not be trained by any arbitrary rules; the
training must be applied as their powers and confidence
develop; to teach and develop such dogs properly requires
the highest skill of the trainer. They require punishment
and correcting at times, but it must be applied with care; if
properly applied, the dog can be educated to take ordinary
punishment with comparative indifference. Herein trainers
differ greatly; a good trainer can whip a dog, enforce obe-
dience and retain the dog’s confidence, while a poor one
has a wonderfully positive talent for completely demoral-
izing and shattering a dog's ideas, affection, and hunting
inclinations, at one punishment. Timidity is often combined
with obstinacy or self will, which complicates the training a
great deal and requires the exercise of the nicest judgment.
The obstinacy must be overcome, yet the dog must not be
cowed, or his confilence lost, or any unpleasant associations
established with field work. It is here apparent that to,
avoid possible complications the yard lessons should first be
thoroughly inculcated. One mistake may retard the training
for weeks; the dog may cease work, and no blandishments
or commands thereafter will have any desirable effect on
him; thus he may follow at heel during every hunt for an
indefinite time. A dog of this disposition should never be
taught to come to heel, or held there any important length
of time before his training is well advanced in obedience,
steadimess on birds, and general experience. There is no
fault so difficult to overcome and none in which a trainer is
so completely helpless as when a timid dog comes to heel
and there remains. The trainer can only bide the dog's
time. A sulky dog could be whipped from heel; but time
must be allowed to efface the fears of the timid. However,
a dog may begin his training with timidity, and acquire a
great deal of boldness before it is completed.
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The obstinate dog is usually very intent on having his
own way, or on resisting the will of his trainer. Usually he
is consistently obstinate and has very little respect for pun-
ishment; nevertheless, the obstinacy may be combined with
timidity or cowardice. ‘The thoroughly obstinate dog must
be taken firmly in hand from the beginning, and a thorough
yard breaking given. Cowing the dog slightly is often
beneficial, providing that the trainer has skill enough to
keep him within control; that is, can prevent him from run-
ning away. If he is taught to retrieve by force from the
start, it usually has a beneficial, subjugating effect. It mat-
ters little when the training is begun, whether the trainer
has any acquaintance with the obstinate dog, or vice versa ;
the dog very soon learns to recognize his master, and if he
is treated kindly between lessons, will soon learn to love
him and recognize none other as his master. With a timid
dog, it is necessary to gain his confidence before the training
is begun. With the obstinate dog, it should be made an
inviolable rule to enforce obedience to any orders, and
every care should be taken to avoid giving any orders that
cannot be enforced with a reasonable degree of certainty.
For instance, if when afield, the dog is ordered to Drop,
being some distance away at the time, there may be uncer-
tainty about his obeying the command. If he refuses and
an attempt is made to catch him, he may range safely out
of reach. The attempt was an error on the part of his
handler, for no command should be given under such cir-
cumstances, when there was a probability of a refusal to
comply, with every advantage on the side of the dog. The
trainer, knowing the peculiarities and reliability of his
dog, might give him a command which he knew would be
obeyed, such as Come in ; when caught, the desired obedi-
ence could be then enforced. However, if the yard disci-
pline is thoroughly established with rigid adherence to

4
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prompt obedience in every detail, it is a positive advantage
in all his after training; and the obedience, once thoroughly
implanted, is permanent.

The rattle-headed dog, particularly if he has a hobby, is
a trial and trouble to his handler. Devoid of intelligence,
he performs his work as it may happen, and never compre-
hends the meaning or application of his education except
the simplest parts which are related to the simplest work.
He is forgetful because his memory is poor; he makes errors
because he does not have a solitary plan in his work; his
ranging is here and there, in likely or unlikely places, as it
may happen; frequently he is a dog which means well, but
as the friendship of some of the superior race is worse than
their enmity, so the good intentions of the rattleheaded dog
are generally materialized in glaring faults; he will point
birds if he happens to go on them with favorable advantage
of wind, position, etc., but he flushes them with equal non-
chalance if he goes on them under unfavorable conditions.
He profits very slowly by experience, making the same error
a thousand times without any apparent concern. In his
mature vears, a dog of this kind may improve some; but

, «0 understanding, he is always irregular and deficient
1. the exercise of his nose and legs. Unlimited oppor-
tunities afield are necessary to make anything desirable out
of him.

The vicious dog is not common. Setters and pointers
are very affectionate, and mild in disposition. Once in a
long while the vicious dog will be met with. After he has
had a few lessons, he becomes cunning. He may attempt
to fight when whipped, or while the spike-collar is used on
him, or when the trainer attempts to put it on him; in the
latter event he generally retires to a corner, growls, shows
his teeth, and prepares for hostilities as his trainer advances
with the collar. This should not deter the trainer in the
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least. The advance should be made slowly and steadily,
catching his eye and holding it. The hands should be pro-
tected with heavy gloves. Reach out the left hand slowly
toward him, and if he snaps at it, do not withdraw it. It is
a thousand to one his snap falls short purposely, or, if he
grasps the hand, it will be gently done. By no means at-
tempt to take the hand forcibly away, and show no trepida-
tion. Gently remove the hand and reach for his collar; after
it is grasped, it is an easy matter to put the spike collar on
him. There are some dogs so vicious that it is unsafe to
trust to the influence of the eye, or the fears of the dog.
With such, when the left hand is advanced, the right should
be held in readiness to give him a blow in the ear as he
makes his attack, the left being withdrawn simultaneously;
or make a feint of reaching quickly with the left, and
quickly catch his collar with the right hand as he snaps at
the left. If this cannot be done quickly and dexterously, it
is better not to attempt it, as he might catch the right hand.
Any trainer having the necessary nerve, can put the collar
on by one or other of these methods. But if the novice does
not care to attempt it, he can whip the dog into submission.
Give him a good, hearty whipping; if he growls when the
hand is extended toward him, repeat it; continue the treat-
ment till his collar can be grasped without any aggressive
demonstration on his part.

A sulky dog is a very unpleasant subject to train. When-
ever they are restrained in the exercise of their own will,
they work sullenly and badly, if they work at all. This dis-
position has several different degrees. Some dogs will
endure a certain limited quantity of restraint or correction
before sulking, while others will sulk for hours at the first
disagreeable occurrence. While a dog, having this nature,
is in training, particularly after the yard breaking is com-
pleted, every care should be taken to keep him as cheerful
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as possible. If it is necessary to correct him when he is
working in the field, it is better not to resume work until his
good nature is restored. By aggravating this unpleasant
trait, it can be greatly developed, much to the injury of the
dog’s value; hence the necessity of keeping it dormant.

The cunning dog displays admirable address in his
schemes to have his own way. He flushes, affects an air of
innocence and submission, and pretends it was an accident;
he will pretend to misunderstand an order which is not
pleasing to him, and will cheerfully proceed to work at
something else, or go in some other direction which is more
consonant with his inclination; he well knows when he is
out of sight of his master, and can therefore flush and chase
with impunity. At such times, if the whistle is blown, he is
oblivious to it; but the moment his trainer comes in sight,
he is all obedience and decorum. Like other animals en-
dowed with reason, he may, in his peculiar way, be dishonest;
when sent to retrieve a bird which fell out of sight he may
eat it, although strictly honest when under the eye of his
tra